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Our letters and words today are...

Christmas
Christ

Dark
Dawn

Everyone
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As we remembered in our last worship, the season of Advent is
the time when Christians prepare to celebrate Christmas.

Christmas is one of the most
important Christian festivals.
In the UK, it is celebrated on
25t December every year.
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What comes to your mind when you think about Christmas? o200
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Christmas stands for ‘Christ — Mass’, or the celebration Diocese of Leeds
of the Christ.

In Bible times, the Christ (or Messiah) Chrl St

was the name for the special person
sent by God to save the world.

APLOTOC

Christians believe that Jesus is the Christ. This is why he is called Jesus
Christ. It is not his surname, but his title as the special one from God.

And it is where the name Christian comes from. Christians are people who
follow Jesus, the Christ.
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Before Jesus was born, God’s people had been waiting for this special W orenciato
one to come and save them for a very long time, for hundreds and
hundreds of years.

And things had not gone well for them.

. Then again by
Their land had the Greeks
been conquered £

by the Assyrians

And finally by
the Romans!

Then by the
Babylonians




Under Roman rule, things looked pretty black for
them, like the darkest of nights.

Think for a moment, what do you do when everything seems dark,
when everything seems to be going wrong? How do you respond?



Isaiah 9 2
“The peop
living in +V

e walking i darkness have seen a great light; on those
e land of deep darkvess a light has dawved.”
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They trusted that, just as the dawn always comes to chase
away the darkness of night, so God would certainly keep his
promises and send someone special to save them, the
Messiah or Christ.

For Christians, Jesus is this special one from

edintd God, the Christ.

THE LIGHT OF
the world

Jesus’ birth, which we remember at Christmas,
Is the new dawn for a dark world and for
everyone in it.
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Christians believe that Jesus, as the Christ, is the
light that show everyone what God is really like.

He came not just for one nation, or a small group of people.
He came to be the saviour of everyone, of the whole world.

His birth shows that God keeps
his promises and loves the
world so much that he sent his
son to save it.




Reftlections

Question 1

Christians believe that Jesus’ birth
was the fulfilment of God’s ancient
promises to humanity to send
someone to save them.

Why is it important that
God kept these promises?
What might it tell us about
God?
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Question 2

At the dark times in life, we are kept
going by the hope that the dawn will
come, that things will get better.

What are your hopes that keep
you going when things are
hard? What else can help you
at these times?
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If you would like to join in with these prayers, you can say the words T
together or join in with the ‘AMEN'’ at the end.

Lord Jesus Christ,
You are the light of the world, the dawn after the darkness,

Help us to walk trusting you and following your path.
Amen

Our Advent Prayer

God of hope, be with us in our Advent journey

Guide us as we travel this road together.

Prepare us to celebrate your gift of love to the world,
The birth of your own son, Jesus.

Amen.
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